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2014 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    GAMING 

 Senator Richter, Chair 

 Senator Sachs, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Thursday, November 14, 2013 

TIME: 1:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m. (Central Time) 
PLACE: Pensacola, Florida 

MEMBERS: Senator Richter, Chair; Senator Sachs, Vice Chair; Senators Benacquisto, Braynon, Clemens, Dean, 
Galvano, Gardiner, Latvala, Lee, Margolis, Montford, and Thrasher 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 
 

 
LOCATION: 
WSRE-TV Jean & Paul Amos Performance Studio 
1000 College Boulevard, Pensacola, Florida  32504 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
WORKSHOP: 
Public testimony and local perspectives regarding two-part "Florida Gambling Impact Study" 
 
 

 
Presented 
        
 

 
 
 

 
To be listed on the agenda, make request to speak at 
http://www.flsenate.gov/topics/gaming on or before November 11, 2013 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.flsenate.gov/public/GetFile.cfm?File=bv1rqpXLw%2FBcAXlxtk7r7aYUJ7g%3D%7C15%2FPublic%2FCommittees%2FGaming%2FMeetings%2F2013-11-14%200130PM%2FC1114B%20Vote%20Record.PDF


The Florida Senate 
Committee on Gaming 
Senator Richter, Chair 

Senator Sachs, Vice Chair 
 
WORKSHOP DATE:    Thursday, November 14, 2013 

TIME: 1:30 — 4:30 p.m. 
PLACE: WSRE-TV Jean & Paul Amos Performance Studio, Pensacola, Florida 

 
MEMBERS: Senator Richter, Chair; Senator Sachs, Vice Chair; Senators Benacquisto, Braynon, Clemens, 
Dean, Galvano, Gardiner, Latvala, Lee, Margolis, Montford, and Thrasher  
 
Economic Impacts 
1. Len Giddings (Navarre) 
2. James McGregor (Jacksonville) 
3. Teresa Palmer (Morriston) 
4. Robert Sturges (Coral Gables) 
5. Patrick Vinzant (Ocala) 
6. Ramon Maury (Tallahassee) 
 
Gambling and Crime 
7. Sheriff David Morgan (Pensacola) 
8. Charles Liberis (Pensacola) 
9. Russell Edgar (Pensacola) 
 
Family, Community, and Social Impacts 
10. Craig Boydston (Niceville) 
11. Frank Beall (Pensacola) 
12. Sharon Barnett (Pensacola) 
13. Shane Moody (Destin) 
14. Tom Thompson (Pensacola) 
 
Racinos and Pari-mutuels 
15. Jack Cory (Tallahassee) 
16. Jim Blanchard (Tallahassee) 
17. John Weber (Estero) 
 
Family Arcades 
18. Daniel Pizzi (Tallahassee) 

 

 

 
Notes: Others wishing to speak may attend the workshop and fill out appearance cards onsite. 
After the workshop starts, the list will be appended with speakers who register onsite. 
  



Appearance forms submitted onsite  

19. John Dunaway (Panama City Beach) 

20. Randolph Smith (Pensacola) 

21. Chuck Pohlmann (Navarre) 

22. Ryan Wiggins (Pensacola) 

23. Michael Burke (Pensacola) 

24. Thomas Rogers (Milton) 

25. Mark Taylor (Pensacola) 

26. Lois Silberstein (Pensacola) 

27. Joe Kennedy (Ebro) 

28. Edward Dee (Milton) 

29. Sylvia Pearson (Pensacola) 

30. Barbara Mayall (Pensacola) 

31. Nell Corry (Tallahassee) 

32. Susan Bleiler (Gulf Breeze) 

33. Doug McElwee (Lillian, AL) 

34. Jim Ackerman (Chipley) 

35. Wilmer Mitchell (Pensacola) 

36. Ted Brown (Pensacola) 

37. Antonio Jefferson (Gretna) 

38. Elizabeth Peace (Pensacola) 

39. James Phillips (Pace) 

 

  



Public Workshop on Gaming
Thursday, November 14, 2013, 1:30 — 4:30 PM

WSRE-TV Jean & Paul Amos Performance Studio

Pensacola, Florida

http://www.flsenate.gov/topics/gaming



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

1. Len Giddings (Navarre)

2. James McGregor (Jacksonville)

3. Teresa Palmer (Morriston)

4. Robert Sturges (Coral Gables)

5. Patrick Vinzant (Ocala)

6. Ramon Maury (Tallahassee)

7. Sheriff David Morgan (Pensacola)

8. Charles Liberis (Pensacola)

9. Russell Edgar (Pensacola)

10. Craig Boydston (Niceville)



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

11. Frank Beall (Pensacola)

12. Sharon Barnett (Pensacola)

13. Shane Moody (Destin)

14. Tom Thompson (Pensacola)

15. Jack Cory (Tallahassee)

16. Jim Blanchard (Tallahassee)

17. John Weber (Estero)

18. Daniel Pizzi (Tallahassee)

19. John Dunaway (Panama City Beach)

20. Randolph Smith (Pensacola)



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

21. Chuck Pohlmann (Navarre)

22. Ryan Wiggins (Pensacola)

23. Michael Burke (Pensacola)

24. Thomas Rogers (Milton)

25. Mark Taylor (Pensacola)

26. Lois Silberstein (Pensacola)

27. Joe Kennedy (Ebro)

28. Edward Dee (Milton)

29. Sylvia Pearson (Pensacola)

30. Barbara Mayall (Pensacola)



When name listed in white...

please come forward to “on-deck” seating

31. Nell Corry (Tallahassee)

32. Susan Bleiler (Gulf Breeze)

33. Doug McElwee (Lillian, AL)

34. Jim Ackerman (Chipley)

35. Wilmer Mitchell (Pensacola)

36. Ted Brown (Pensacola)

37. Antonio Jefferson (Gretna)

38. Elizabeth Peace (Pensacola)

39. James Phillips (Pace)















































































































Registered Speakers
Thursday, November 14, 2013, 1:30 — 4:30 PM
WSRE-TV Jean  Paul Amos Performance Studio, 1000 College Boulevard, Pensacola, FL 32504

Economic Impacts

1 Len Giddings (Navarre)

Gamblers Anonymous

no

For Information Only

Remarks will be in and around the 
need for the prevention intervention treatment rehabilitation and recovery
 
from compulsive gambling, and the need for funding and organization to provide these needs.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: NAVARRE, FL 32566

2 James McGregor (Jacksonville)

Muscogee Nation of Florida

no

For Expansion of Gaming

The Muscogee Nation of Florida has petitioned for federal recognition (Petitioner #32) with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. The Tribe anticipates a positive finding for its federal recognition on or before January 3, 2014. Their 
headquarters is Bruce, Walton County, Florida.  Once formally recognized the Tribe will pursue a casino gaming 
compacts with the State of Florida and their local city/county governments. They anticipate the development of a 
large casino/hotel complex in the Destin, Florida area where they own land. The Tribe requests the support of 
the Senate Gaming Committee to develop their project as it will provide a large positive economic impact to an 
area where it is badly needed.  In addition, it will bring revenues into Florida and keep revenues in Florida that 
are now going to other nearby gaming states including Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 4378 HANOVER PARK DRIVE, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32224

3 Teresa Palmer (Morriston) yes

For Information Only

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 6694 NW 150TH AVE., MORRISTON, FL 32668

4 Robert Sturges (Coral Gables) no

For Expansion of Gaming

As the former Chief  Organized Crime prosecutor in NJ, former Director of Gaming Enforcement in Atlantic City 
and a 30 yr. veteran of the casino industry I would like to dispel several myths about the industry including the 
belief that (1) regardless of its form, it is a panacea for the economy and tourism and (2) that it is a magnet for 
crime. Casinos in moderation and with proper regulation would be a good thing for our state.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 10 EDGEWATER DRIVE, APT. 12F, CORAL GABLES, FL 33133
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5 Patrick Vinzant (Ocala) no

For Information Only

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: OCALA, FL 34474

6 Ramon Maury (Tallahassee)

Florida Greyhound Association

yes

For Information Only

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 514 E. COLLEGE AVENUE, TALLAHASSEE, FL 32302

Gambling and Crime

7 Sheriff David Morgan (Pensacola)

Florida Sheriffs Association

no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2617 MAHAN DRIVE, PENSACOLA, FL 32523

8 Charles Liberis (Pensacola)

self

no

Neither For nor Against

I was the founder and president of Europa Cruises Corp., a public company that operated 5 casino boats in the 
state of Fla
 we also operated the 1st casino boat in Ms
I was active in lobbying for the enactment of Ms Gaming Regulations. My remarks will appeal for the adoption of 
proper regulation and without no casinos at all

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 212 W INTENDENCIA ST., PENSACOLA, FL 32502

9 Russell Edgar (Pensacola) no

For Information Only

Relationship of gambling and crime.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 190 GOVERNMENTAL CENTER, PENSACOLA, FL 32501

Family, Community and Social Impacts
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10 Craig Boydston (Niceville)

Bridgeway Center, In/ Florida Council on Compulsive Gambling.

no

Neither For nor Against

I would describe the economic/emotional hardships on the family and explain how family members can gain 
access to funding for treatment of a gambling problem.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 704 TARPON LANE, NICEVILLE, FL 32578

11 Frank Beall (Pensacola)

personal

no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Casino gambling preys on the weaknesses of human beings. It leads to hurting individuals, families, local 
businesses such as restaurants etc.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 4248 BRIGHTON DRIVE, PENSACOLA, FL 32504

12 Sharon Barnett (Pensacola)

Self

no

For Information Only

Impact of gambling on community institutions and economic development.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 4305 BRITTANY COURT, PENSACOLA, FL 32504

13 Shane Moody (Destin)

Destin Area Chamber of Commerce

no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 4484 LEGENDARY DRIVE, DESTIN, FL 32541

14 Tom Thompson (Pensacola)

Florida Family Alliance of Northwest Florida

no

Against Expansion of Gaming

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2533 BAYVIEW WAY, PENSACOLA, FL 32503

Racinos and Pari-mutuels
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15 Jack Cory (Tallahassee) yes

For Information Only

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301

16 Jim Blanchard (Tallahassee) no

For Information Only

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301

17 John Weber (Estero)

greyhounds

no

Neither For nor Against

How some tracks are doing what ever is necessary to keep people from attending!!

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 21321 LANCASTER RUN #612, ESTERO, FL 33928

Family Arcades

18 Daniel Pizzi (Tallahassee)

Sunbelt Recreation Centers

no

For Information Only

Bowling centers in Florida are for the most part mom & pop" business which have struggled over the past 6+ 
years and depend on all their revenue venues to remain viable.  Outlawing the few small arcade games that 
currently are jeopardized under this legislation will very likely create a negative impact on our businesses at a 
time when other federal laws are cutting deeply into our already tight revenues......"

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301

Registered onsite

19 John Dunaway (Panama City Beach)

Publisher/Tax Payer/voter

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 4301 BAY POINTROAD, PANAMA CITY BEACH, FL 32408
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20 Randolph Smith (Pensacola) Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1705E. AVERY STREET, PENSACOLA, FL 32503

21 Chuck Pohlmann (Navarre)

Ebro Greyhound Park

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2956 PGA BLVD, NAVARRE, FL 32566

22 Ryan Wiggins (Pensacola)

Self

Against Expansion of Gambling

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 3710 BONNER RD, PENSACOLA, FL 32505

23 Michael Burke (Pensacola) noLobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 13621 PERDIDO KEY,DRIVE,UNIT 1003W, PENSACOLA, FL 32507

24 Thomas Rogers (Milton)

Self

no

Against Expansion of Gambling

Economic impacts

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 5144 GOSHAWK DRIVE, MILTON, FL 32570

25 Mark Taylor (Pensacola)

Self/Family

no

Against Expansion of Gambling

Family and Social impacts

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1111 E MORENO ST, PENSACOLA, FL 32503
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26 Lois Silberstein (Pensacola)

Animal Welfare Groups

noLobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 3465 BLUERIDGE DR. , PENSACOLA, FL 32504

27 Joe Kennedy (Ebro)

Mr Trash

For Expansion of Gambling

Economic impacts

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 6558 DOG TRACK ROAD, EBRO, FL 32437

28 Edward Dee (Milton) noLobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 5502 WESTWOOD DRIVE, MILTON, FL 32570

29 Sylvia Pearson (Pensacola)

Self

For Expansion of Gambling

Why send FL money to AL and MS-Keep it here-compare crime rates with AL and MS not Vegas and Atlantic City. 
Create more jobs for Pensacola. Add more tourist attractions to Pensacola.

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 624 LAKEWOOD ROAD, PENSACOLA, FL 32507

30 Barbara Mayall (Pensacola)

Voter in City and Escambia County

Against Expansion of Gambling

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 3011 WINDERMERE DR. , PENSACOLA, FL 32503

31 Nell Corry (Tallahassee)

Against Expansion of Gambling

Compulsive Gambling

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 2288 GRASSROOTS WAY, TALLAHASSEE, FL 32311
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32 Susan Bleiler (Gulf Breeze) Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: PO BOX 1092, GULF BREEZE, FL 32562

33 Doug McElwee (Lillian, AL)

HMS Kennel at Pensacola Track

yes

Racinos and Pari-mutuels

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 54 BUENA VISTA DR, LILLIAN, AL 36549

34 Jim Ackerman (Chipley)

Washington County…

For Expansion of Gambling

Economic impacts

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: PO BOX 602, CHIPLEY, FL 32428

35 Wilmer Mitchell (Pensacola)

Seville Quarter

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 3381 CHANTARE DRIVE, PENSACOLA, FL 32507

36 Ted Brown (Pensacola) no

For Expansion of Gambling

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 1700 OSCELOA BLVD, PENSACOLA, FL 32503

37 Antonio Jefferson (Gretna)

City of Gretna

Against Expansion of Gambling

Economic impacts

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: POST OFFICE BOX 220, GRETNA, FL 32332
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38 Elizabeth Peace (Pensacola)

Self

Against Expansion of Gambling

Family and Social impacts

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 509 N 48TH AVE, PENSACOLA, FL 32506

39 James Phillips (Pace)

Greyhound Racing

Neither For nor Against

Lobbyist

Representing

Position:

Comments:

Address: 5720 ROLYAT ROAD, PACE, FL 32571

Page 8 of 8Florida Senate Gaming Commiittee Workshop (Pensacola, 14-Nov-2013)













































 

 

SENATOR LIZBETH BENACQUISTO 
Majority Leader 

30th District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
COMMITTEES: 
Appropriations, Vice Chair 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Education 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Health 
   and Human Services 
Banking and Insurance 
Education 
Ethics and Elections 
Gaming 
Governmental Oversight and Accountability 
Rules 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   1926 Victoria Ave, 2nd Floor, Fort Myers, Florida 33901  (239) 338-2570 
   330 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5030 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 DON GAETZ GARRETT RICHTER 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

November 14, 2013 

 

 

 

The Honorable Garrett Richter, Chair 

Senate Gaming Committee 

404 Senate Office Building 

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 

 

 

Dear Chairman Richter, 

 

Please excuse me from attending the Senate Committee on Gaming on November 15th in 

Pensacola. I have a commitment at that time. Please contact me if you have any questions.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Lizbeth Benacquisto 

Senate District 30 

Majority Leader 











 

 

 
 

 

 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Senator Maria Lorts Sachs 
Minority Leader Pro Tempore 

District 34 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

100 NW 1st Avenue, Delray Beach, Florida 33444  (561) 279-1427 
216 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5091 

 
Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 

 
 

 Don Gaetz Garrett Richter 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

The Honorable Chair Garrett Richter 

404 Senate Office Building 

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 

 

November 7, 2013 

 

 

Dear Chair Richter,  

 

 

Please excuse my absence from the meeting of the Committee 

Town Hall on Gaming scheduled for Thursday, November 14, 

2013, as a previously scheduled conflict in my district has 

made me unable to make the trip to Pensacola. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Senator Maria Sachs  

District 34 

 

CC: John Guthrie, Lynn Koon 

 

 

 

Committees: 
 
Gaming 
Vice Chair 
 
Agriculture 
 
Education 
 
Appropriations 
Subcommittee on 
Education 
 
Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Finance 
and Tax 
 
Military Affairs, Space, 
and Domestic Security 
 
Regulated Industries  
 

 STAFF: 
 
Joshua Freeman 
Legislative Assistant 
 
Matthew Damsky 
Legislative Assistant 
 



CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: SB 301 Case:  Type:  
Caption: Public Workshop on Gaming, Pensacola, Florida, November 14, 2013 Judge:  
 
Started: 11/21/2013 1:50:23 PM 
Ends: 11/21/2013 4:03:05 PM Length: 02:12:43 
 
1:50:27 PM Meeting called to order and opening comments by Sen. Richter 
1:54:56 PM Chair recognizing Senator Gaetz 
1:55:42 PM Eric Fundin and Marc Peterson introduction 
1:55:55 PM Thanking Florida Channel 
1:56:17 PM Chair Richter describing the process 
1:56:57 PM Chairman Richter recognizing Senators 
1:57:20 PM Senator Gaetz with opening comments 
1:58:03 PM Senator Lee with comments 
1:58:47 PM Senator Gardiner with comments 
1:58:57 PM Senator Latvala with comments 
2:00:11 PM Senator Evers with comments 
2:01:49 PM Senator Thrasher with comments 
2:01:56 PM Senator Montford with comments 
2:02:33 PM Senator Galvano with comments 
2:03:03 PM Represenataive Clay with comments 
2:03:22 PM Senator Richter with comments 
2:04:13 PM Vice President of Pensacola State College 
2:05:50 PM Speakers 
2:06:00 PM Len Giddings,Navarre, Floirda 
2:06:44 PM James McGregor, Jacksonville, FLorida 
2:12:13 PM Robert Sturges, Coral Gables, Florida 
2:16:50 PM Patrick Vinzant, Ocala, Florida 
2:19:04 PM Ramon Maury, Tallahassee, Florida 
2:21:37 PM Sheriff David Morgan, Pensacola, Florida 
2:24:18 PM Charles Liberis, Pensacola, Florida (Handout Available) 
2:28:00 PM Russell Edgar, Pensacola, Florida 
2:30:46 PM Craig Boydston, Niceville, Florida 
2:33:14 PM Frank Beal, Pensacola, Florida 
2:36:53 PM Sharon Barnett, Pensacola, Florida 
2:41:44 PM Shane Moody, Destin, Florida 
2:44:36 PM Tom Thompson, Pensacola, Florida 
2:47:28 PM Jack Cory, Tallahassee, Florida 
2:49:35 PM John Dunaway, Panama City, Florida 
2:54:07 PM Randolph Smith, Pensacola, Florida 
2:58:10 PM Chuck Pohlmann, Navarre, Florida 
3:02:32 PM Ryan Wiggins, Pensacola, Florida 
3:05:09 PM Michael Burke, Pensacola, Florida 
3:07:56 PM Thomas Rogers, Milton, Florida 
3:10:42 PM Mark Taylor, Pensacola, Florida 
3:13:49 PM Lois Silberstein, Pensacola, Florida 
3:15:39 PM Joe Kennedy, Ebro, Florida 
3:18:20 PM Edward Dee, Milton, Florida 
3:22:38 PM Sylvia Pearson, Pensacola, Florida 
3:24:06 PM Barbara Mayall, Penscola, Florida 
3:27:12 PM Nell Corry, Tallahassee, Florida 
3:30:43 PM Susan Bleiler, Gulf Breeze, Florida 
3:34:28 PM Senator Latvala with question 
3:34:57 PM Doug McElwee, Lillian, AL 
3:36:38 PM Jim Ackerman, Chipley, Florida 
3:39:02 PM Wilmer Mitchell, Pensacola, Florida 
3:41:56 PM Antonio Jefferson, Gretna, Florida 
3:46:35 PM Elizabeth Peace, Pensacola, Florida 



3:50:33 PM James Phillips, Pace, Florida 
3:54:25 PM Senator Richter with comments 
3:55:14 PM Senators making closing comments 
4:03:03 PM Meeting Adjourned. 
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